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IMAGINARY CONVERSATION, 

• BETWEEN^ 

PRESIDEXT JACKSOX 
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TIIK GHOST OF JEFFERSON'. 
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JACKSON. ' 

Good heavens! What do I see? No, twrcly it 
cannot be. It is the efifect of a disturbed imagina- 
tion. Mr. Lewis; Mr. Lewis; where can Mr. 
TiCwis be : 

JEFFERSON. 

Be not disturbed. Thespirit of an ancient friend 
visits yoUj and means no harm. Calm yourself. 

JACKSON. 

Jefferson! Can it be possible ! Then His true, that 
heaven permits the soiAs of the dead to look»|gain 
upon this busy world. But you are as the living 
man, and as su'^h the courtesy of life is due you.— 
Come* sit. This is an hour we shall not be dis- 
turbed. 

JEFFERSON. 

Therefore I sought you at this hour ; for it is a 
dark one to my country, whose destinies are placed 
In your hands. Thyik not that I have been re- 
gardless of what 'passed in this world. Devoted 
through life to certain principles of liberty, it has 
even troubled me in a better M^rld, io se^my old 
iriends and disciples abandoning those principles 
onp by one ; or what is worse, under the pret<^ncr 



of following iny precepts, doing whatever is in thei. 
power to destroy them, and those who maintain 
the in. 

JACKSON. 

'Tis true. I have noticed that myself, with pain. 
Here is our friend Madison, libelliug his whole pub- 
lie life, by confessicShs and recantations iniworthy 
the prime of his intellect — surely it is the effect of 
^e, that thus humbles men, and causes them to 
thirst for the flattery of those they have long ab- 
horred. It makes jsome give up their best, oldest 
and long tried friends, for the temporary praise of 
those who scorn them while they betray, and love- 
not thejtraitor, though they reap the benefit of his 
treachery. He has opposed my exertions against 
this Mammouth Bank, and is now in correspondence 
with the enemy. , 

JEFFERSON. 

Pray, has he done no other act that displeases vou r 

JACKSON 

Not that my mind now recalls. 

JEFFERSON. 

I have not been ignorant of the course pursued bv 
vou all. You well know the letter which 1 wrote 
in >yjlir favor,* before my *8eath, was founded on 
your repeated promises to govern yourself by those 
doctrines which the kind and good people of these 
twenty-four republics, have obligingly called after 
my name. Friend, remember that you belonged to 
my party during the memorable period of the Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky Resolutions, and that you then 
supported these doctrines with your wonted zeal 
and vigor. You well know ^vhat I thought of the 
tergiversations of John Quincy Adams, and I trust 
you have maintained a course as straight forward as 
it has l^en dignifiea and impartial. Pray who is 
this L«ew!S whom you called just now ? One ofyoui 
servants ? ' 



JACKSON. 

V a( 



Heavens, no ! My aenr sir. He is my most inti- 
mate friend. My oounsellor, adviser, a man of " vast 
acquirftments"^ and great discretion. 
^ J0FFERSON. 

Lewis. Eewis. I do not remember him. He 
must be a young «ian. » 

• JACKSON. 
Yes ! not Very old, in years, but aged in wisdom. 
He is the brother-in*law of my particular friend, 
Maj. Eaton. 

JEFFERSON. 
Oh ! of Eaton your biographer ; twell, w#ll. H% 
is the person of whom so nAich ^as b^n sai# in the 
late papers. He lives win» you then ? • A * 

. JACKSON* M 7 $ 

Yes! how coWd i live witnoutjip. ^ZheVyeet • ^4 
«olace of such a friend is more than suppOTt idKhese 
tinies of trouble and diflScultv. 

JEFFERSON. ' • 

(Aside) Good heavens, what an idea ! I knew 
the man well ! Of " va^jt acquirements ! ! !" What 
would my friends in Paris say to that ! 

Then you have yopr troubles and difficul|ies ? 

J"^CKSO>^ 
Yes. I wish to God 1 was again once mote* qui- 
etly at the Hermitage. Perhaps it would fiave been 
Wetter for me if I had never left it, or rather that I 
had not been torn from it^ for I am sure the idea 
would never have entered into my head or that of 
^my intimate friends, to have pretended to the Pre- 
sidency if it had not been forced upon me. 

JEFFERSON. 
Your letter to Dr. Dickson of Warrenton, caused 
ne to suspect that you might get into an unpleasant 

"^See the Globe, whore Mr, Lewis is said to be a man of 
" vast acquirements." 
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situation as to the American 8f stem, but then your 
declaration in your message, that you would admi- 
nister the government according to the doctrines of 
the Jefferson school, seem^^ to have a|pikened 
again the confidence of the republic^ party; and 
surely those doctrines could not have led you into 
the difficulties and troubles you 8{)eak of ? 

• JACKSON. • . 
You are mistaken my friend, they have. I had re- 
solved as you remember, anddeclarred ty my message 
my determination to follow your doctrines, being 
those^l^ eyery one knows, St the old republican 
schoo^ And fbr this ^purpose I selected an able 
counisSlor fJt niy^Secr^ary of ^te ; you remem- 
bJl MajjSh Yan Bdren, for yoii ^rote a letter to 
iiiih^U^ *ho ^miwis his skiU and cunning in 
fhtfsen^lpl&rs^ti^t he was ev^n tnen well known as 
tjie :^ great magician," by friends and foes. Skilled 
in all the learj|ing erf Bucktail and Anti-Bucktail, 
could any one cor^jecture any possibility of failure in 
him. No, n(Jt even the obliquity of the devil or of 
an arch-feder£dist could eibape him. 

JEFFERSON 
: Ye^ I am fully awctfe whffn you chose as your 
qal^i^et; but pray, is; it true that you have never held 
but oi^^ cabinet .council since your coming into of- 
fice? 'Tis so Flirted, and I cannot give credit to 
it, until I learn tne truth from your o\}^» mouth.* 

♦ It is now known to the nation, and has been published 
uncontradieted far and wide, that Gren. Jackson never held 
but one cabinet counsel while Messrs. Van Buren and K^- 
ton were in office, and that was gravely called to determine 
whether Mrs. Eaton was a strumpet or not. The council 
was attended by Mr. Lewis, Mr. Eaton's brother-in-law, 
and by the Rev. Mr. Ely. Great God ! While the people 
of the South are thus sunering by the Tariff, and driven al- 
most to despair, the grreat rulers of the nation to be thus en- 
gaged in such low, dirty work. Nero fiddled while Rome^ 
was burning. 



JKCESON. 
-'Tis true, and you i^ld hare'done-the satne-r- 
HSarine that.I was {il>out to appoint my friend and 
bie^ajmerf Maj. EatoD, to the Cabinet, the South 
Carothia detection, no doubt instigated by some of 
your friends in V^ima,-tiad the impudence to pro- ' 
test against his pomination, and dared surest the 
difficulties he wo^uld bring me into. But with th(^ 
assistance of my gteatiBiagiciaD, I was not 8o easily 
to be bamboozled. Sir, I discarded them from' my 
csbksel, and even Haintlton, to whom I intended to 
hftvie given some appointment, I caj^ed to rin, and 
told faim plainly, -I wisheH do further j^nrio^ /rom 
him, and he, frj^ had th&~ itu^dence to tell n^, 
that I did' him jiWore hodor^j^Ke i^fijVSIs thau-I 
should kfivc dbD* -by ^e^^^i^m^Gnt !^et'?K;,en 
us, Bir,^eae Caroliniah's 4re affienafve pe^le.^ho 
put airs upon themselves; And by God— ^(God 
forgive me) I will not put up witb Ay.. ^ 
- JEFFERSONi* , ; 
Were they not, your best friend^ji your electlon^ 
Did not the mtiral and intellejftual w^ght of that 
State do much foryou? 'CoiiU jou have beeD||^l[vt- 
ed without it? '♦ - 

. JACKSON. *i- ' 

I once thought bo, but read th^stter ^v^ Mr. 
Crawford. He wiH let you inta'ftkp- motim^ s. 
,, A.^n JEFFEBSON..^, » •. 

" Put up the tetter,! haveraad thM eorrespondenoe 
and veil would it have beeitforyourrepatatioB, my 
fvend, and for that of die country, if yon had n^ver 
forced the publication of that eotrespoDdenee — you 
shewed a temper that astonished the nation. Be- 
sides, how can jou acconntrfiir ibat UitfkWTOu got 
from CalhoiiD^ But of that by aod by, > l^ us re- 

* A latter wiM atoln from Hr. CathDoa, tad ifaa found 
in Gen.<apk>OQ^ potwulon .Behaaf^reiiittbSfa'.Cal- 
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turn to the principles of yc^ administration; you 
promised to- be governed oy those of the school 
which bears my name. ' Yoii could have foundno 
difficulty in pursuing them, for you know they are 
embodied in the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, 
which have lately been printed^ by Mr. Ritchie^ of 
Virginia, and distributed gratis. They are simple 
and easily understood.* ^ 

JACKSON. 

So I thought in 1800, but when I, came to recon- 
cile lujr vote of 1824, upon the tariff of protection, 
seeii^ there ^as no revenue wanted, I was thrown 
into Jreat d^culty. Besides, our friends of Perm- 
^jrlvania^^ere loudly urging for^jfftr4 the American 
^sJeffli^!f«ftid^hos^ of^he South Equally opposed to 
i(^ * Wjmt coirffl I dS but cqfisult my little 'oi-acle, the 
"g^at magician," for his right hand knowemnot the 
cunning of his left; and I felt confident he could re* 
concile them,*S^ least so long as it was convenient 
to us. . ^ 

* JKFFERSON. 

What did he advise? 
• ^ JACKSON. 

Why, that men quarrel'teore about words tlTan 
sliftstance — that I should hold out plain language to 
both sides — ^ktnd promises — in short, do any thing 
but mark out <dennitely the course to be puk-sued. — 
The Hiajority Wbulddo that for themselves, and who 
had a right to Complain ef the majority? It should 
always govern in republics. In short — 

JEFFERSON. « 

Good God, Sir! do yoii call that republicanism, 

■'!■'■■■ ' ■' I ■ ■ I II 111 

houD, upon his application forjt, but refuses to tell how he 
got it. . Suppose reader, you or I were to do such a thing, 
whiitrT^ouW the world sayl 

* To revive opiDJons, he (Mr. Ritchie) is now endeavor- 
ing to^smother. He now thinks the docttines are never to 
be poetised, ''until cvcrt power is usuRPK'i— everv 
im:ty violated." 



V 



the doctrines of Jetferaon? Wht the Federalists, 
withrXtm Pickering af their head, never puhlisbied 
a more offeSsive libei against mie and my principles. 
What, Sir, the majority goVem in a constitutional 
government? What is the Con^tution to- do? Sub- 
limit to the majority. 1 thought it "(vas intended to 
govern the majority and-protect the weaker party. 
Why have the ridiculous pretence of a Constitution, 
if every majoriiy of th^ country is to disregard it 
whenever they please. Did you not sw^ar. Sir, to 
maintain and protect the 9k>istitution? I confess this 
idea of a majority governing, and not t1i6. Constitu- 
tion,' excites m^^error and indignation, and looks 
like perjury by Wliolesal,e. Surely fou did not laid 
a \Hnin^ ear to such cori-uption?* " • 

JACKSON. ♦ 

Indeed you stagger and almost confound me. — 
Was loot bound to consult my legal advisers? In 
whom could I bf tter place confidence than Mr. Van' 
Bureh? 

M 

. ■ ^ ' ■ 

* Some people have been so siUy as to sap^iose that Jef- 
forsoD when liesays " the will of the majority » in tilt cases 
to prevail," meant that the will of the majority was sdpe- 
rior to the Constitution, (trequiires great patiefice with such 
people ; but let us give them an example. The Constitu- 
tion says Sherifib shall hold their offices for four years. The 
majority of the Legislature some years since, as every body 
knottrs m Carolina, p&ssed a law that Shert£h^hould be 
elected every two years. Well,#id the majority governi 
No. The Shef ifl& refused togive up their offices after hold- 
ing them two years. The CoiAts decided that they were 
right; that the I^egislatufe had fao power to pass a law 
ngaiu^t the Constitution : ^mV so Sh«riffii4o this day hold 
their offices for Jour rears. Was this any thing but NulH- 
licationl So take the words of Mr. Je&rson m Ihs Tnau- 
«ruTal Addr^S9* 'He tplls you when the dectsign df the na- 
tion is '* announce ac^rding to the mles.of che Constitu- 
tion," the will of the majoi-ity should prevail. Ifft he tells 
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JEFFERSON. 

But are you not answerabte for the selection of 
advisers? You had been supported by a'majority of 
the nation. Eminent men from various States sup- 
ported you, and particularly from Virginia, and the 
two CaroUnas. Did you ever consult or advise 
with them? 

JACKSON. 

No, I did not, because I was 'soon put upon my 
^uard against them, by niy confidential friends, 
Eaton and LcavIj. The v*-^ ell knew that their ob- 
ject was only to use me fqr their purposes, and there- 
fore I discarded them forever froip ^y counsel. 1 
would have none of them. Look at the conduct of 
TaKCwell and Tyler, in reJation to the Turkish trea- 
ty.* Do^ it not shew that they too had combined 

* Every body knows tliat Mr. Adams proposed to senv 
Ministers to Panama, without consulting^the Senate. Nei- 
ther he nor Clay regaried the clause of the Constitution 
which prescribes that they sliould only be sent by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. Mr. Brancli, then i. 
niemberof theScnatean^' afterwards Secretary of the Navy, 
under Gen. Jackson, tffefbd irresolution highly disapprov- 
inc^.of such an attempt at usurpation. iVIr. Van Buren sup- 
))orted the resolution and in his speech uses these words— 
'* What w^ould be the feeHngs of real ahd unchanged re- 
publicans in relation lo snr!. doctrines at this day 1 Asso- 
ciated with thcnii loas the bold avowal, that it belonged to thv 



PresidentjMloneto decide on the propriety of tfj% missioTi.; and 
that all tW constitutiana^ifLgency which the Senate could of 
right have, was to pass o?^he fitness of the individuals select- 
ed as Ministers. !t was |^-eensions like thrse, (said -\!r. 
Van Buren,) aided by unceasing indications, both in thf^ 
internal and external movtnunts of t!ie government, thai 
produced a dftp and settled-* conviction in the public 
mind that a design ^lad been conceived to change the gov- 
ernment from its simple and republican form to one, if noi 
monarchical, at least too energetic for the temper of the 
American people." Who would suppose that in the verj 
first year of General Jackson's administration, he, by the 
reccunmendation of this same Martin Van Buren, aj^Dinted 
uiinistys to go to Tiificey, who actually entered intoa trea- 
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with Mr. Calhoun to insult me and- ruin my iriend'-. 

JEFFt'.RSON. 

Sir, you must blame their principles^ Ai. they 
cannot be shewn to be wrong, you cannot find fault 
with their motives. If men go right uponpriiiCiple, 
can any thing be more destructive to free institutions, 
than to abuse their motives. Did they not act in 
pursuance of the principles avowed by Van Buren? 
Look at his.own speech against the Panama mission. 
Will you permit men so easily toijprow off their prin- 
ciples directly under your very nose, and yet retain 
your confidence in them, and discard those from your 
counsels who are bold enough to' remind you of it^ 
If you do, yfur government must be one of favorit- 
ism. The world will see that you have abandoned 
yoirt* principles, or that you noyer had any, but only 
pretended to those that were popular at the time, for 
some temporary object. Surely, sir, you must sec 
that all this will otcur to the people of this country, 
who are not as ignorant or " ineffably stupid"* as 
some politicians would hope, and perhaps believe. 

JACKSON. • 

Sir, your language is rude, and nothing would in- 
duce me Longer to continue thi^ interview, but that 
I know jfowr motives cannot have a selfish object. 

JEFFERSON. 

General, that temper of yours is what ruins you. 
Can nothing but the death of jgur friends, ot what 

ty with the grand Senior, befoiethe Senate knew one word 
about it? Mr. Tazewell and governor Tyler, would not lot 
the usurpation pass without exposing it to the nation, and 
from that day the President aid nis frienus, Ellton and Van 
Buren, have regarded these veteran republicans as their 
enemies, and ** they have been lampooned and villificd by 
all tHe presses supporting, and supported by the govern- 
ment, and a host of maliciom parasites generated by it's 
patronage." 

♦ Lanpage of that " State Informer" John Quincy Acl 
ams. ^ ■ ^ 
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is worse, the sad fiondition of poor Crawford, 
save them from your suspicions? Permit the dead 
to tell. }^u what the flattery or timid tongues of 
the living fear to .pronounce in your j>resenee. 
It is that temper whicli has driven from you youjr 
best add ablest friends. Listening to the vile 
toiiigue^ of low and interested individuals, you 
have lost half your force, by first ini^ltin^ and then 
driving Calhoun from you — and in your rage, con- 
founding the whole State of South Carolina, or the 
majority x}f its finelt citii^ens and mo^t patriotic men, 
who were your fiffet and-^nost honest friends, with 
Mr. .Calhoun, and uniting with those who had been 
your bitterest enemies and vilest slyiderers, you 
have libelled your native State, ard outraged the 
very principles which you, in the presence oS the 
nation, said should govern your conduct while at the 
head of the nation. The bold voice of truth sounds 
rude to your ears^ and already ^ou have introdu- 
ced into this country a system of back stairs influ- 
ence never before known, and which I had thought 
a century of corruption could not have brought upon 
it. You reprobated the venality of the press, ^nd 
yet you appointed, more editors of newspapers to 
office than ever Clay or Adams did. BesidfesT you 
have permitted, if you have not encoura|ed every 
violation of the constitution of which the nation 
comjAins. 

fACKSON. 

How, sir, did I not risk my veto on the Maysville 
Road? Would any other man have had the boldness 
to do ihm in the face ^i such a majority, but the 
conqueror of Orleans? Sir, the country has been un- 
grateful to me. 

JEFFERSON. 

I shall not flatter you,' for ence you shall hear the 
truth. Was not that act, for which ym take so 
much credit u]|A>n yourself, the result ot jrassion, of 
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that temper of which I have spoken? Do you re- 
member the threat ofliamsey, of Pennsylvania, 
that the President would not dare, in the face of 
such a majority to put his veto to the bill. What 
was your conduct when you first beard of that 
threat? Lifting your hand as high as your head, did 
you not with a motion of military energy declare 
your courage to do any thing that was right. I w as 
looking upon you, I saw the innermost movements ol' 
your heart, and you resolved that moment not to be 
bearded. Your hearty mind you, resolved, jind not 
your head; for though you rejected the Maysville 
Road, you sanctioned others when' your passion had 
eooled, tenfold more extravagant and equally un- 
constitutional. These are the things which have 
paved the way for your downfall, which is hasten- 
ing on. 

JACKSON. 

Sir, 1 have been as consfetent as any statesman oi 
this country — I have — 

JEFfBRSON. 

Friend, my time grows shorty when this spirii 
must seek its abode above. Permit me to inter- 
rupt you. You say you have been consistent. No 
doubt you think so ; *no one doubts your honesty. 
But you have been misguided, your confidence has 
been abused, your passions misled, and your glo- 
rious reputation sacrificed to the vulgar and selfish 
schemes of a se^ of ignorant, low mindoil^ men — I 
would have said — ^and women, but 1 1)elieve, there 
has been but one woman concerned ; aye, you have 
given yourself up, and the proud executive of the 
only republic of the world, the modern representa- 
tive of Greece and Rom^^ to a set of intrigueants^ 
too low, too ignorant and too vulgar, even to play 
the' parts in Europe of those ^' game keepers with 
tbbir high plumes, cocked hats,.and hilts of rapieisy 
who have no other occupation than to stand behind 
the carriage, if thd rotten planR will bear them ; 

B 



14 

whose game is the wren and -he red breast, and 
whose beat is across the market.'* Believe me this 
will be an ugly feature in the histo.y of yoiir times* 
Indeed, history n:i.'et;3 strange difiiculties. "She 
treads confidently and firmly on blood, she follow^ 
her clue unhesitatingly through all the labyrinths of 
mystery and of crime, &he is embarrassed alone by 
vulgarity and baseness." Shall it be said that the 
Hero of New Orleans afforded a striking example of 
the truth of these mortifying reflections ? 

JACKSON. 

God forbid ! You move me. Go 6n. 
' JEFFERSON. 

You came into the government under a pledge to 
support the doctrines of the Virginia school. You 
have sanctioned every violation of them', except as 
to the Bank, and with regard torthat you have fallen 
into all the inconsistencies of Mr. Craii^ford, stand- 
ing at opposite points. . How could feither of you 
coibe to the conclusion that the Bank,* t)ie system of 
Internal Improvements bjr the general government, 
and the protective system, could st^nd on different 
grounds: If one is unconstitutional, the whole 
are. No sucb powers are given, and they are 
usurped. Yet you have unhesitatingly signed bills 
making large appropriations for Internal Improve- 
ments, and you gave your willing assent to the 
Taiiff of 1824; and as to that of 1828, jrour conduct 
and langijiage is so equivocal that you are cited on 
])oth sides. . You relused to appoint Hamiltpn-to 
office because he was so violently opposed to the 
Tariff, and yet you placed Baldwin upon the verf 
tribunal, which you say is the.impartial Judge of the 
objections made to that vary measure. .Was it be- 

— — i :« 

♦ '' This institution is one of tlie most deadly hostilities 
osisting against the [)rinciples and forms of our constilu- 
tion.^* liHlter of Rlr. Jefferson to Mr. Gallatin, 13th Db- 
ceniber, 1S03. . '" • . 
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cause he bullidd you, or solicited you into it? I 
hope you remember his " Card." Hamilton would 
have died before he wouJd have committed such an 
act of 'sturdy mendicity, and yet that very act led to 
the promotion of the sturdy beggar to a place on the 
highest tribunal of the nation. To ib tribunal which 
you pretend is to control and govern nations, and 
deal out to them the law and the prophets. Was 
not that an outrage upon the ami tariff states, and 
an indignity to overy advocate of Free Trade 
throilghout the states? Besides, why do you throA\ 
yourself into the arms of that Court? Is that con- 
sistent with the declaration of an intention to main- 
tain my doctrines? Pray have you read ray letters? 
Have you forgotten what 1 said about Marshall's 
conduct in relation to Burr's trial? To whom does 
that traitor owe his safety but to Marshall? Have i 
not said anJ proclaimed it from the house top that 
that court would mould the Constitution as it pleas- 
ed them? Mave not the Federalists always prevail- 
ed in that court and have they not always given 
proofs of the truth of all Patrick Henry's suspicions 
about the designs of* the Federalists to construe 
away the whole of your Constitution, upon ceitain 
equivocal expressions left by them in the Constitu- 
tion, fortheir haudulert purposes, they declaring and 
protesting at the time of his ohjociions that such a 
nefaribus course could not find an advocate in this 
country, and, yet he lived to see those very men 
pursue At? Can you urge upon the Carolinians to 
submit their liberties to the detf^rmination of Judge 
Johnson of Eight Points memory? Did you not 
read Taylor's reply to him? Your Congress on mo- 
tionof Drayton reiu.ved to call the bill of 1828 by its 
right name, it is said your court cannot take juris- 
diction unless it is called by it;:. right name. Thej 

*SeQ 4th vol. Jeffex^on's writings, 72. Letter to Wni. 
«. Giles! 
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cannot know what every man in the. nation knows. 
They must labour under a fictitious ignoranee to^re- 
luse that jurisdiction which you urge upon the peo- 
ple of Carolina, in the face of the* Virginia and Ken- 
tucky Resolytions. The states nor the people can- 
not decide themselves, because that would be Nul- 
lification, and to that you threaten military coercion. 
They cannot have it decided by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, because Congress would not 
call things by their right names, or their partisan 
judges refuse to permit the evidence to go to the ju- 
ry, thereby depriving the citizen of his constitution- 
al right of trial b^ jury, that palladium of liberty only 
dreaded by tyrants. And then pressed on both sides, 
you act the part of a partisan by threats as ridicu- 
lous and equivocal as they are weak; at the very 
time that you have to call for assistance -to manage 
Sacs and Winebagoes you threaten the proud State 
of Carolina, yea, the land that gave yotk birth, witli 
" war, pestilence and ian^ine." Surely you did not 
do it to give countenance tothe words of that wretch 
Henry Clay? 

JACKSON 

Sir, you distract me — for God sake forbear. 

JEFFhRSON. 

A few more words and I have done. You were 
written to by the Governor of South Carolina,'in re- 
lation to the claims of that state against the general 
govei*nment. You did not condescend to answer 
iiim. You knew that Major Eaton was inimical to 
the delegation of that state, and that he considered 
himsell injured, and ^ou insulted by their objections 
made to you against his proposed nomination to the 
Cabinet, and you made him the organ through whom 
their Governor was to be answered, and their claims 
to be investigated, not recommended, for they never 
were. Mr. Ritchie, I perceive, has lately called 
vour attention to Gen. Washington's mode x>f trans- 
acting such business, and to the strict attention I paid 




17 

♦o Ins manner. Sir, the Governor of each state, as I 
thought Governor Troup fully shewed Mr. Adams 
— is to be treated by the Executive of the United 
States as his equal. The head of a sovereign state, 
no matter how small, whethfe* of Rhode Island or 
V^irginia, of Hessia or of Russia, must be treated 
with equal respect. It is not the man that you are 
to regard, but the people whom he represents, and 
whether they are rich or poor, the subjects of aij ar- 
bitrary master, or the proud citizens of a republic, 
they like respect to be shewn them. Bjut they can 
be but poor lepublicans who think that less respect 
should be shown to the organ of the latter than that 
paid to the masters of the former. ' 

• See Mr. Comptroller General Alexander Speer's let- 
ter, 31st Dec. 1829, to Gov. Miller— 

•' Washington, Slst December 1829. 

** Dear Sir — I had at first intended to write lo you earli- 
er^ but finally concluded to wait to4iave something more 
definitive in my note when I should arrive. On the first 
flay after my arrival in this place^ accompanied by our two 
Senators, I waited on the President for the purpose of lay- 
ing before him your Excellency's letter, ts well as the doc- 
uments in relation to our < laim. From the interview, 1 
:houcht I was auguring the n|$[rt favorable circumstances 
— and indeed the observations of the President were as sa- 
tisfactory as 1 could have wished, and so much so as to in- 
duce Gen. Hayne., on our quitting the house, to congratu- 
late me on our r..'ception. After waiting several days, in 
order to give tho President an opportunity of examining 
the papers, I called again for the purpose of ascertaining if 
any thing was deficient, and if so to endeavor to supply it. 
I sent in my card with a request to see the President for a 
few moments. — AiUr waiting two hours 1 left the house, 
and learned at the door as I departed, that his Excellency 
Itad left the house and gone to the War Office. I now be- 
gan to think the path was not so clear, particularly from 
&ome other i>mcns I had already enlisted all our members 
of Congress in the matter and also the Vice'President, and 
had requested them, in any interview they might have 
Avith the President, to endeavor to bring up incidentally 
his claim, and to ascertain what he intended to do in the 
matter. It was Mr. Calhoun's fortune to meet him first, 
aid the subject was broached, when the President appear 
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JACKSON. 

In that I was t^ong; but the want of habits of bu- 
siness led me into that eiTor; besides I was so much 
provoked with that niaa Calhoun. 

JEFFERSON. 

I presume so^ and so I believe the people of Caro- 
lina havjB looked upon it. But good God, sir ! these 
developements made by Mr. Berrien. It is they that 
hav^brought me here from my place of rest. Drive 
1 pray, drive from your house this Mr. Lewis, whom 
you think % man of " vaLt acquirements." Chase 

ed to be adverse to the whole claim. In the first place, in- 
stead of examining the question himself, he had, as it ap- 
pears, referred the whole matter to the Secretary of War, 
and was waiting for his report, but in the mean time, that 
there might be no delay, (1 suppose,) had made up iiis mind 
against us before he eT^amined the subject. And now for 
his reasons. They ^'ere various, not one of which had 
any thing to do withjthe merits of the claim. First, the 
])ayment of South Carolina would induce the payment of 
Massachusetts ! and this circumstance was a promment ob- 
jection to the payment of our State ! Again the payment 
of South Carolina would be the means of deferring the dis- 
charge OF THE National Debt ! Yes,' sir, it is even 
true, *• The National I^tkgj^ — Again, the payment of the 
claitn would be a violatiorr^F the established usage of tlie 
government and laws of the land!! When driven from all 
these positions as perfectly untenable, be settled oown to 
certain indefinable objections to the claim][ which could not 
he combatted because they could not be seen. -Now sir, I 
have no doubt you are very much surprised at all this; and 
mdeed, but for a clue to tlie secret, it would be surprising 
to every body. When the papers were left witli the Ge- 
neral, he expressed himself so clear on the subject, that we 
thought (he'matter all settled, and would have been so but 
for, as I verily believe, the. influence of ihe Secretary of 
ffar. It would exceed the limits. of a letter to stat^ the 
situation of this gentleman and his wife at this place. The 
forms of society are ipore powerful than the authority of 
tlie Executive, backed by the Secretary of State, and Gen. 
E. and i&mily are living alone in the city of Washington. 
The d^lopjatibn from our State and others have rendered 
themseives obnoxious by not calling, and the President 
appears determined to 'sink or swim with his biographer.. 
But ther^are otljer matters of more fbarful ipiport to this 
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from you the vile sycophaDtswha infest your houjie, 
and with whoA you h^ve fiiffeff naif the offices at 
Wlishington. Never let y(U|r eyes^ehold again 
those recreant wretches, Blto and Kendal. They 
are unworthy of you — ^lisgraosful to tHi nation. 
Vile trafickers in the shambles for petty offices. 
Bartering tlieir low flattery for stations that should 
be filled by honorable men. 46ir, they have led you 
into this terrible affair of Mrs. Eaton. They have 
brought sorrow upon your grey hairs, have sullied 
the laurels w^ich the nation would have spilt its best 
blood to^bave kept unpolluted. Let me draw the 
veil over these^afiairs. They are too fresh in the 
memory of the*nation-<-the wound is too green in 
your bosom to open it now. I must leave you, per- 
haps to^see you . again. Pray let it be with ress 
cause for grief and complaint than now. You have 
energy if well directed, talent and judgment if not 
misguided, patriotism undefiled, and if you will but 
give yourself to the advice of good and eminent 
men, you may yet restore yourself to the respect of 
that nation, which so lately, by an overwhelming 
voi&e raised you to the simplest, but proudest seat 
of the world. Hdt not between principles and fa- 
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individual in relation to his office that are whispered here, 
and will no doubt soon blow out But enough, lam act- 
ing under the direction of ew two Senators, and ahail im- 
medidfiely ^leithdrau) my papere from the Executive and 
proce^ by memorial, ana only regret 1 did not do it soon- 
er. One word in relation lo the Tariff. There is not the 
least I^e of a change for the better, and as for the Execviive 
he ii notOfUy againstytis in the matter, hut in commion conver- 
sation severely C0n8ure8 (hewhole proceeding. of our State. 

Your most obedient, ALEXANDER SPEER . 

P. S. I have written this letter uhder the influence of 



on a broken reed, if die.dtpends on any fiiendMp here, in 
relation to' thofo pvitt -interest* wfiicn modi agitate our 
eountrr.*' -*.'■ ■ '"' ^ 
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vouritism, mix not women in your counsels. Turn 
yovr attention excliisi^ly to the great affiurs of the 
nation, and o^ll things do not lay claim to my prin- 
ciples unless you intend to conform to them; arid 
^^ flesh sh^ll come again unto thee, like unto the 
flesh of a liftle child, and you shall again be clean. '^ 
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APPENDIX. 
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General Jackson has changed counsellors. We havt 
yet to see what they will do for us. In Nashville, Gen. 
Jackson's neighborhood, after two days debating, they ac- 
tually reAised at the ^stance of Gen. Jackson^s friends to 
send delegates to the Anti-Tariff Convention at Philadel- 
phia! Does that look friendlyl But the General has 
threatened us with military coercion. Does Mr. Living- 
ston, his Secretary of State, give him such advice, or did 
he write him his Colleton letter refusing to explain^ IVIr. 
L. was in Congress |n 1798, and spoke against that Fede- 
ral measure, the Alien and Sedition Law. What then did 
he say about the right of Nullification — *' If regardless of 
our duty as citizens, and our solemn obligations as repre- 
sentatives; regardless of the rights of our constituents; re- 
gardless of every sanction human and divine, we are ready 
to violate the ConstitiUion we have sworn to defend. Will 
the PBOPLB submit to our unauthorizbd actsi Will 
THE STATES sauctiou our usurped powerl Sir, they ought 
not to submit— ^^ey would deserve the chains which these 
measures are forging for them, if they did not resist. For 
let no man vainly hope that the evil is to stop here. — 
I now ask, sir, whether the people of America are prepar- 
ed for thisl Whether they are willing to part with all the 
means which the wisdom of their ancestors discovered; and 
their own caution so lately adopted to secure their own 
|>ersonsl Are they base enough to be prepared for thisl No, 
sir, they will, I repeat it, they will resist this tyrannical sys- 
jteni; the people will oppose, the states will not sub- 
mit to^ts operations; they ought not to acquiesce, and I pray 
to God, they never may. Mv opinions, sir, on this sub- 
ject, are explicit, and I wish they may be known; they are, 

THAT WHEVEVER OUR LAWS MANIFESTLY INFRINGE 
THE CONSTITUTION UNDER WHICH THEY WERE 
MADE, THE PEOPLE OUGHT NOT TO HESITATE WHICH 
THET SHOULD OBUT: IF WE EXCEED OUR POWERS, 
WE BECOME 'BCRAIVTS, ApU OUR ACTS HAVE NO EF- 
FECT." 
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Mr. Jackson, oi' Georgia, as early as 'S9, said in Con- 
j^ress, "The gentlemen from Massachusetts have, I own, 
behaved with liberality; .but not so the gentlemen from 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, they' are actuated by other 
principles; they call to my mind a passage in Scripture, 
where a king, by the advice of inexperienced counsellors, 
declared to his people, whereas my father «!id lade you 
Avith a heavy yoke, I will add to your burthens. A stea- 
dy PURSUIT OF THIS COUIVSEL BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
SEPARATIOJf OF HIS KINGDOM !! 

Will the good reader turn to 2nd Chronicles, chap. 10th. 
(could we hope that General Jackson would do the same,) 
and let them ask themselves ** Wl^at portion have we in 
Davidl" Aye, well may we of tlte South say, " and we 
have none inheritance in tlvp son of Jessee," and exclaim, 
•' find now. David, sec to thine own hcfusc, 
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